
Proposed traveller
 
sites 'would stretch
 
town's amenities'
 
PROPOSED new location.s 
for a traveller site in St 
Neots would stretch the 
facilities in the town 
which are already "at 
capacity", residents have 
warned, 

Potential plots for a host of 
new gypsy and traveller sites 
across Huntingdonshire have 
been drawn up following a 
public consultation, 

Two locations have been 
identified in 8t Neots, which 
already has the district's only 
permanent site, and, if selected, 
the sites at Loves Farm East and 
south of CalDbridge Road could 
eventually. contain as many as 
42 pitches. 

Another three sites have been 
identified in Somerham, along 
with two in both Farcet and 
Upwood, & The Raveleys. 

Other plots of land are sug­
gested in Alconbury, Blnnti­
sham, Earith, Fenstanton, 
Godmanchester, Ramsey, 
Warboys and Yaxley. 

A total of 382 responses have 
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been submitted to the 
Huntingdonshire District 
Council's website. 

Jill Tolan wrote: "Nearby 5t 
Neots will be at capaGity once 
the additional 900 bomes in the 
Loves Farm development are 
complete, There is absolutely 
no way the local schools, 
doctors, dentists, shops and 
amenities can accommodate 
the additional housing as 
proposed." 

Jon-Paul and Kirsty Jones 
registered their opposition to 
the Loves Farm site. 

They wrote: "We will of 
course be making strong 
objections to these proposals 
and feel it is a strong possibility 
many other residents of Loves 
Fal'm will do the same." 

Another St Neots resident 
wrote: "There is already a 
settled traveller community 
within half a·mile of Loves 
Farm alid there':has been no 
issues, so why change 
something that is currently 

working for both parties?" . 
The sites al'e either on public 

land within major development 
areas, or have been put forwal'd 
by private landowners. 

The _Regional Spatial Strategy 
had stated Huntingdonshire 
District Council should provide 
.for 46 additional permanent 
pitches by 2021 plus around 10 
transit pitches. But the strategy 
had been scrapped by the 
Government in favour of local 
decision making. 

Huntingdonshire District 
Conncil had come under 
pressure to drop its consnlt­
ations in line with other 
authorities, but CHr Doug Drew, 
Cabinet member for planning 
strategy, said it was essential to 
have a strategy in place 
anyway, and it has continned to 
pursne its own plans. 

A public consnltation on the 
plans ended on Friday. 

The council will use the 
comments to' inform a fr~ture 
planning document. 
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