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PLANNING chiefs have been 
~old not to evict travellers living 
illegally at Smithy Fen - because 
it could be too expensive. 
Ther~ m:e seven unlawful plots left 

at the SIte ill Cottenham, bnt a council 
meeting will hear enforcement action 
is not the best way forward. 

Taxpayers wOl;ld incur "significant 
additional cost" from a "strongly 
contested" legal battle and bailiff 
operation if South Cambridgeshire 
District Conncil tried to move the 
gypsies on, according to a report. 

Members of the planning enforce­
ment snb-committee will be told t.he 
education of traveller children at the 
village school shonld not be disrupted 
and that the authority would be 

CHRIS AVERGAL 
Local government correspondent 

responsible for providing accomm­
odation for anyone made homeless. 

Planning director Gareth Jones tells 
members: "It would have to be bricks 
and mortar and, for cultural reasons 
should be single-storey with space t~ 
accommodate a touring caravan." 

Councillors are instead recom­
mended to tolerate the camp until 
space elsevvhere on Smithy Fen. on 
nearby authorised sites, or another 
"location acceptable to planning", can 
be found. 

The majority of the unauthorised 
plots are on Water Lane and Orchard 
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Drive, while one is on Victoria View, where 
11 plots were bulldozed last summer. 

Members are warned the conncil would 
be "unlikely" to get an injunction against 
the Victoria View pitch, occupied by Patrick 
and Bridget McCarthy, despile planniug 
permission being refused in March, because 
Mr McCarthy has a heart condition. 

Success in a court battle over the other 
six plots cannot be guaranteed eit.her. 

Mr Jones says authorising the oaravans as 
they are would remove "the stress of 
uncertainty" for the families bnt would not 
be popular with the settled community and 
would harm the countryside. 

He says creating a new site near 
Cottenham would trigger "significant local 
opposition". He recommends allowing the 
travellers to stay on while the council 
explores the nse of unoccupied pitches and 
a management plan is drawn up over the 
next nine months. 

The sub-committee, which could choose 
to reject Mr Jones' recommendatiou and 
order bailiffs in, meets on Wednesday. 

One of the members. Cllr Deborah 
Roberts, said: "This recommendation will 
be viewed as showing that. once again. 
people from the lravelling commnuity who 
flout planning rules are not t.reated in the 
same way as ordinary members of the 
public." 

Cllr Simon Edwards. who represents 
Cottenham. said: "We have tolerated these 
breaches for long enough and there comes a 
point where you reach the end of the line. 
Now is the time to take action." 

JaCKie Smith, who lives next to the 
lraveller site, said: "I think it's disgraceful." 


